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Several  centuries  later,  this  small  town  broke  its  isolation,  overcame  its  difficulties,  and  entered  the  modern  
world,  becoming  the  most  populous  and  economically  important  city  in  Bolivia.  Thus,  Santa  Cruz  attracted  
the  attention  of  politicians,  scholars,  and  investors.  And  so,  people  began  to  scrutinize  its  past,  to  
investigate  the  entrepreneurial  spirit  of  the  Santa  Cruz  people.

And  so  the  question  arises:  What  is  the  origin  of  the  Santa  Cruz  people's  temperament  and  entrepreneurial  
character?  Let's  try  to  answer  this  question:

To  achieve  this,  it  is  necessary  to  seek  and  find  relevant,  accurate,  and  truthful  information,  which  must  
be  compared  and  cross-referenced  with  other  information  to  avoid  contradictions.  Achieving  these  goals  
presented  several  obstacles  or  difficulties.  One  of  them  was  the  limited  relevance  of  the  village  or  small  
town,  and  the  other  was  the  age  or  remoteness  of  the  events.  Once  the  information,  generally  consisting  
of  isolated  and  scattered  facts,  is  obtained,  it  must  be  concatenated,  intertwined,  or  threaded  together  so  
that  they  remain  related,  coherent,  and  make  some  sense.

It  is  claimed  that  Santa  Cruz  residents  have  Paraguayan  blood  because  the  founders  of  Santa  Cruz  came  
from  Asunción,  which  is  not  entirely  true.  The  truth  is  that  two-thirds  of  the  founders  came  from  Charcas  
and  Potosí,  as  we  will  demonstrate  below.

The  purpose  of  this  work  is  to  analyze,  explain  and  find  the  causes  or  reasons  for  some  important  events  
that  occurred  in  the  first  hundred  years  of  life,  fill  the  gaps  in  information  that  exist  and  correct  some  facts  
that  are  considered  true  and  that  happened  in  a  different  way.
another  way.

That  small  village  remained  stagnant,  backward,  and  subjected  to  extreme  poverty  for  400  years.  It's  
inconceivable  that  in  the  mid-20th  century,  it  lacked  the  essential  services  that  could  have  alleviated  its  
suffering.

This  work  is  a  historical  essay  about  the  birth  of  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra,  its  early  years,  the  difficulties  it  
faced  to  survive,  and  the  ongoing  struggle  against  the  local  aboriginals,  who  owned  the  land.
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B)  SUMMARY  AND  CONCLUSIONS
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In  this  sense,  the  essay  draws  with  a  broad  brush  and  freehand  the  scenario  in  which  the  actors  move  and  the  events  

occur,  although  on  some  occasions  it  resorts  to  the  expert  hands  of  old  historians,  deeply  familiar  with  the  intricacies  

of  the  2  cities,  object  and  subject  of  our  concern.

Detailed  accounts  of  important  episodes  and  occasional  anecdotes  are  provided  to  make  the  exposition  more  

engaging.  For  a  more  comprehensive  understanding,  biographical  sketches  of  the  main  figures  who  stood  out  and  

some  courageous  women  are  included.

Great  care  has  been  taken  to  ensure  that  the  language,  phrases  and  sentences  used  are  above  all  simple,  direct  and  

easy  to  understand,  without  any  great  detours  or  bombastic  expressions.

Just  having  achieved  that  would  make  me  feel  satisfied  and  honored.

Here  are  some  of  them:  chujcho,  which  the  Spanish  called  terciana  (now  paludismo  or  malaria);  pascana  (a  resting  

place  on  a  journey),  patasca,  caracha,  quirichi,  moroco,  etc.

Now,  I  believe  that  for  the  reader's  better  understanding  and  to  ensure  that  he  or  she  can  get  the  most  out  of  this  

book,  it  is  useful  to  explain  how  HOW  A  VILLAGE  BECAME  A  METROPOLIS  was  structured.  First,  it  is  important  to  

clarify  that  this  essay  has  adopted  a  similar  approach  to  HOW  BOLIVIA  WAS  BORN.  Those  who  have  read  that  work  

will  find  it  easy  to  understand.

Considering  that  the  wandering  city  was  founded  by  90  men,  60  of  them  were  from  Andrés  Manso's  troops  who  had  

defected  to  Ñuflo's  ranks,  possibly  led  by  Juan  de  Garay  (my  own  inference).  These  men  had  been  recruited  by  their  

previous  leader  (Manso),  both  from  Charcas  and  Potosí.  A  fact  that  corroborates  this  theory  is  the  widespread  use  in  

Santa  Cruz—since  that  time—of  words  with  Quechua  etymology,  the  language  used  in  those  provinces.  We  will  cite  

some  of  these  words  widely  used  in  Santa  Cruz  in  the  past,  words  foreign  to  Spanish  that  were  not  imposed  by  a  

Quechua  domination  or  presence  and  that  until  recently  were  still  in  common  use.

Regarding  the  origins  of  the  founders,  let  us  recall  that  in  February  1558,  143  Spaniards  and  Creoles  embarked  from  

Asunción,  accompanied  by  1,500  Guaraní  Indians.  Upon  arriving  the  following  year  in  the  Jarayes  (Pantanal),  70  of  

them  returned,  along  with  almost  all  the  Indians.  Chávez  remained  with  only  43  men,  and  with  20  of  them  founded  

Nueva  Asunción,  who  remained  there  awaiting  Ñuflo's  return  from  his  trip  to  Lima.

With  this,  I  close  my  speech,  asking  my  fellow  citizens  to  accept  it  as  my  simple  tribute,  the  product  of  much  effort,  

but  crafted  with  immense  love.  Cruzeños,  let's  make  history!

The  founding  of  Santa  Cruz  had  as  its  main  mission  the  creation  of  a  frontier  city,  that  is,  one  that  would  serve  as  a  

retaining  wall  against  the  advance  of  the  Chiriguanos.  Thus,  Santa  Cruz  was,  in  fact,  the  defensive  barrier  for  the  core  

of  the  nationality  that  was  developing  in  Potosí  and  Charcas.

Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra,  September  10,  2022.
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Finally,  the  Essay  arrives  at  several  conclusions,  one  main  and  others  secondary,  the  main  one  being  the  following:

Furthermore,  a  documentary  appendix  is  dedicated  to  scholars,  to  those  who  wish  to  delve  deeper,  in  which  the  full  

texts  of  minutes,  agreements,  letters,  and  other  documents  are  transcribed,  shedding  further  light  on  the  glorious  but  

turbulent  past  of  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra.

The  Author
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Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra  was  founded  in  1561  by  Ñuflo  de  Chávez  with  the  main  objective  of  serving  as  a  frontier  town  

against  attacks  by  indigenous  peoples  such  as  the  Chiriguanos,  and  also  as  a  base  for  the  exploration  of  mythical  

treasures  (such  as  Paitití  and  El  Dorado).

It  was  founded  in  1590  to  maintain  communication  between  Santa  Cruz  and  Charcas,  and  to  support  the  defense  against  

the  Chiriguanos.

Structure  of  the  book

San  Lorenzo  ended  up  merging  with  Santa  Cruz.

The  essay  "How  a  Village  Became  a  Metropolis"  narrates  the  historical  transformation  of  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra,  from  its  

founding  as  a  small  village  to  one  of  Bolivia's  most  important  cities.  A  general  summary  of  the  essay's  contents  is  provided  

below:

Its  organization,  living  conditions,  food,  clothing,  primitive  economy  (based  on  cotton  and  sugarcane),  and  geographical  

environment  are  analyzed.
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Idea  central  

3.  Chapter  III:  Founding  of  San  Lorenzo

He  maintains  that  the  cultural  mix,  especially  with  Guaraní  and  Paraguayan  blood,  forged  that  spirit.

5.  Chapter  V:  Characters

2.  Chapter  II:  Founding  of  Santa  Cruz

Biographical  sketches  of  key  figures  such  as  Ñuflo  de  Chávez,  Juan  de  Garay,  Juan  Pérez  de  Zurita  and  other  colonial  

authorities  are  included.

It  tells  of  the  foundation  at  the  foot  of  the  Sutó  stream,  with  90  Spaniards  and  300  indigenous  people.

6.  Documentary  annex  and  bibliography:

1.  Prologue  and  introduction:

4.  Chapter  IV:  Transfers

The  text  is  a  historical  essay  that  seeks  to  explain  the  birth  and  development  of  Santa  Cruz,  correct  historical  errors,  and  

highlight  the  entrepreneurial  nature  of  the  people  of  Santa  Cruz.

Both  Santa  Cruz  and  San  Lorenzo  were  moved  several  times  for  strategic  reasons,  until  they  were  finally  unified  in  1622  

in  their  current  location  on  the  Grigotá  plains.

B.  SUMMARY  AND  CONCLUSIONS

B.1  SUMMARY
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B.2  CONCLUSIONS  OF  HOW  A  VILLAGE  BECAME  A  
METROPOLIS

2.  Early  autonomy:  It  obtained  broad  administrative,  political  and  judicial  autonomy  from  the  Viceroy  of  Lima  in  1561,  

standing  out  among  colonial  cities.

The  founding  of  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra  was  due  to  the  play  or  presence  of  three  types  of  interests:

Therefore,  the  new  town  founded  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Guapay  River  (New  Asuncion)  would  function  as  a  base  of  

operations  and  a  place  of  supply  for  continuing  the  search  for  the  land  of  metals.

3.  San  Lorenzo:  It  was  founded  to  maintain  communication  with  Charcas,  support  the  war  and  not  abandon  the  

settlements  in  Chiquitos.

(a)  In  the  interests  of  the  Asunción  authorities,
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1.  Defensive  mission:  Santa  Cruz  was  founded  as  a  retaining  wall  against  the

Rudimentary  church  and  few  priests.

This  determined  that  in  February  1558,  Captain  Ñuflo  de  Chaves  was  dispatched  from  that  city  (Asunción)  to  settle  

and  found  another  town  in  the  province  of  Xarayes  and  its  surrounding  areas,  in  order  to  relocate  people  to  that  site.  

In  accordance  with  the  agreements,  Ñuflo  left  at  his  own  expense  and  mission  to  establish  said  settlement,  taking  with  

him  143  white  men  and  a  number  of  Guaraní  Indians.

Chiriguanos  in  defense  of  the  colonial  core  of  Potosí  and  Charcas.

But  upon  arriving  at  that  site,  Chaves  decided  that  the  expedition  he  commanded  should  deviate  from  its  stated  

objective  and  head  inland  toward  the  west,  a  place  he  had  previously  visited  in  Ñuflo.  He  harbored  more  ambitious  

motivations  than  securing  a  food  supply  for  Asunción.  The  stories  about  the  land  of  Candire,  Paititi,  and  the  White  

King,  heard  over  the  years  he  had  spent  in  America,  had  deeply  influenced  his  aspirations.

The  buildings  were  rustic,  made  of  straw  and  mud.  Living  conditions  were  harsh  due  to  geographic  isolation  and  

constant  threats  from  indigenous  people.

Let's  look  at  each  one:

Documents  such  as  minutes,  letters  and  testimonies  that  support  the  historical  data  are  transcribed.

The  diet  was  based  on  corn,  dried  meat  (tasajo),  and  some  vegetables.

a)  The  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Asunción  –  in  those  years  –  were  crossing

Simple  clothing,  with  local  fabrics.

Key  findings

4.  Predominance  of  Santa  Cruz:  The  name  “Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra”  prevailed  by  force  of  custom,  since  many  

founders  of  San  Lorenzo  were  originally  from  Santa  Cruz.

b)  To  those  of  the  conquerors

serious  economic  difficulties,  subjected  to  severe  poverty.

Aspects  of  life  in  the  original  village

c)  To  the  interests  of  the  colony
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SECOND  CONCLUSION

FIRST  CONCLUSION

From  here  comes  the  first  major  conclusion,  in  answering  the  question:  What  was  the  mission  or  role  that  the  new  city  

was  to  fulfill,  from  the  point  of  view  of  colonial  interests?

The  founding  of  Santa  Cruz  had  as  its  main  mission  the  creation  of  a  frontier  city,  that  is,  one  that  would  serve  as  a  

retaining  wall  against  the  advance  of  the  Chiriguanos.  Thus,  Santa  Cruz  was,  in  fact,  the  defensive  barrier  for  the  core  

of  the  nationality  that  was  developing  in  Potosí  and  Charcas.

A  second  concern  that  arises  when  reviewing  the  early  years  of  this  worthy  city's  life  is  the  audacious  feat  of  having  

achieved  broad  autonomy  just  months  after  its  founding.  The  first  conclusion  helps  us  better  understand  and  identify  

the  motivations  behind  this  feat.  Added  to  this  is  the  fact  that  the  Charcas  court  had  only  recently  been  created  and  

did  not  offer  the  appropriate  conditions  to  exercise  oversight  over  the  small  but  proud  population.  Thus,  the  following  

question  can  be  answered:

Is  it  true  that  Santa  Cruz  la  antigua  was  decentralized  and  enjoyed  broad  autonomy?  And  obtaining  the

c)  On  the  other  hand,  the  Spanish  monarchy  aimed  to  consolidate  and  expand  its  rule,  a  goal  that  ultimately  prevailed  

and  to  which  Chávez  adhered.  Ñuflo's  rapprochement  and  support  for  the  viceroyalty  of  Lima  arose  from  a  chance  

encounter  with  Andrés  Manso,  upon  realizing  that  he  lacked  any  document  or  legal  authority  to  found  towns  or  cities  

in  His  Majesty's  name.

In  order  to  settle  the  conflict  with  Manso,  Ñuflo  proposed  going  to  the  City  of  the  Kings,  where  he  traveled  and  made  

some  arrangements  with  the  Viceroy  of  Lima,  submitting  to  his  hegemony.

b)  The  interests  of  the  Asunción  natives  who  formed  part  of  the  army  were  immediate  and  consisted  of  obtaining  

wealth  and  nothing  else.  For  this  reason,  a  large  majority  of  them  rebelled,  abandoned  Ñuflo,  and  returned  to  Asunción.

Until  then,  they  had  counted  on  the  help  of  the  Guaraní  people  of  Paraguay—the  Itatines—who  had  accompanied  

them  through  the  Chaco  and  guided  them  to  that  place.  To  continue  their  explorations  further,  they  would  need  the  

local  people  to  act  as  guides.

Within  a  few  months  of  its  founding,  Santa  Cruz  la  Antigua  sought  and  achieved  broad  decentralization,  achieving  

administrative,  political,  and  judicial  autonomy  from  the  Viceroy  of  Lima.

The  measure  was  ordered  by  Viceroy  Andrés  Hurtado  de  Mendoza,  who  accepted  most  of  the  17-point  petition  -  

raised  by  the  Santa  Cruz  council  -  for  full  autonomy  for  this

By  obtaining  almost  everything  requested,  Santa  Cruz  became,  at  that  time,  one  of  the  most  autonomous  provinces  

of  the  Spanish  kingdoms  of  America.
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distinguished  city.  Among  the  points  raised  was  the  request  that  his  son  García  Hurtado  de  Mendoza  take  over  his  governorship  or  delegate  

those  functions  to  his  deputy  Ñuflo  de  Chávez.
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FOURTH  CONCLUSION

1)  Former  tax  paid  by  the  seller  to  the  treasury  in  a  sale  and  purchase,  and  by  both  parties  in  an  
exchange.  2.  Tax  in  general.

San  Lorenzo  de  la  Frontera  was  expressly  granted  the  title,  rights  and  prerogatives  of  a  city,  
leaving  on  record  that  it  was  derived  from  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra.  San  Lorenzo  was  founded  
with  the  privileges  that  Santa  Cruz  had,  privileges  that  remained  in  force  for  almost  200  years,  
until  Governor  Viedma  ignored  them  in  1787,  ordering  that  the  Indian  tribute  be  established  and  
demanding  the  payment  of  the  alcabalas  (1)

However,  the  exemptions  granted  at  the  time  of  the  founding  had  been  based  on  the  need  to  
foster  a  population  that  was  growing  in  distant  and  dangerous  places  and  whose  mission  was  to  
serve  as  a  safeguard  for  Charcas  and  Potosí.  Viceroy  Toledo's  approval  of  the  capitulations  of  
Solis  Holguín  in  1592—which  contained  these  prerogatives—stated  verbatim  that  "particular  care  
and  attention  would  be  taken  to  honor  and  favor,  as  far  as  possible,  the  said  settlers  and  residents  
of  the  said  city,  as  is  right."  The  aforementioned  approval  had  been  proclaimed  by  a  town  crier  in  
December  1600,  in  a  public  square  "with  a  large  crowd  present."

Finally  the  following  question  arises:
Why  did  the  name  San  Lorenzo  disappear  and  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra  prevail?  The  answer  to  
this  question  is:

THIRD  CONCLUSION

The  foundation  of  San  Lorenzo  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Guapay  River,  replacing  the  Barranca,  
had  the  objective  of  maintaining  open  communication  between  Santa  Cruz  and  Charcas  and  
occupying  a  strategic  position  in  the  permanent  war  against  the  Chiiriguanos,  without  having  to  
abandon  Chiquitos  or  depopulate  Santa  Cruz.

What  were  the  reasons  for  the  founding  of  San  Lorenzo,  and  what  was  its  mission  and  
jurisdiction?  The  answer  to  this  question  arises

Now,  just  as  we  care  about  Santa  Cruz,  we  also  wonder  about  the  town  that  emerged  to  its  aid,  
but  which  ultimately  became  its  rival  and  later  merged  into  one.  We  are  referring  to  San  Lorenzo  
el  Real:

The  name  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra  was  imposed  by  force  of  custom,  because  most  of  the  
founders  of  San  Lorenzo  were  originally  from  that  city.

If  the  city  founded  by  Lorenzo  Suarez  de  Figueroa  and  Gonzalo  de  Solís  Holguín  had  kept  its  
original  name  with  which  it  was  created,  Santa  Cruz  would  have  disappeared  in  the  year
1521  and  instead  of  being  from  Santa  Cruz,  we  would  be  called  San  Lorenzo  or  simply  Lorenseños,  and  we  would  

not  be  celebrating  on  February  26th,  but  on  September  13th  or  May  21st,  the  anniversary  of  San  Lorenzo  el  Real  de  
la  Frontera.

This  essay  is  made  up  of  5  chapters  and  a  documentary  annex
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Today,  the  only  vestige  that  remains  is  the  name  of  the  Minor  Basilica  of  San  Lorenzo,  our  
cathedral  located  opposite  the  main  square.

General  Introduction  to  the  Essay
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Ñuflo  first  founded  Nueva  Asunción  and  then  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra,  from  there  he  sought  the  riches  and  mythological  

sites  of  “The  lands  of  the  Moxos  Indians  or  Paititì,  “El  Dorado”,  and  other  places  full  of  wealth.”

We  then  refer  to  the  revenge  for  the  death  of  Ñuflo  and  the  proclamation  of  Diego  de  Mendoza  as  governor  in  his  

place,  who  was  removed  3  years  later.  As  a  consequence  of  the  capture  of  Juan  Pérez  de  Zurita,  and  the  rebellion  of  

Diego  de  Mendoza,  the  people  of  Santa  Cruz  are  divided  and  two  antagonistic  fronts  are  formed.

The  founding  of  Santa  Cruz  had  as  its  primary  mission,  undoubtedly  the  most  important,  that  of  serving  as  a  frontier  

city,  that  is,  as  a  retaining  wall  against  the  advance  of  the  Chiriguanos.  Santa  Cruz  was  in  reality  the  defensive  barrier  

of  the  core  of  the  nationality  that  was  developing  in  Potosí  and  Charcas,  which  is  the  knot  that  ties  the  Inca  Kollasuyo  

to  the  colonial  government  of  Chávez.  Santa  Cruz  is  thus  the  work  of  the  two  currents  of  conquest:  that  of  the  Rio  de  

la  Plata  and  that  of  the  Viceroyalty  of  Lima;  from  the  clash  of  these  two,  it  emerged  and  knew  how  to  fulfill  its  destiny:  

a  bastion  of  defense  for  the  emerging  nationality.

8  

Who  would  have  suspected  that  this  town,  founded  by  90  Spaniards  and  around  300  indigenous  people,  would  

become—four  centuries  later—the  most  important  city  in  the  heart  of  South  America:  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra.

That  is  to  say,  the  unquestionable  evidence  of  the  facts.  The  second  great  event  --  narrated  in  this  second  part  of  the  

chapter  --  refers  to  the  feat  of  Ñuflo  de  Chaves  who  brought  the  Spaniards  from  Asunción  to  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra,  

and  the  tragic  death  that  Ñuflo  de  Chaves  met.

It  is  worth  recalling,  as  a  precedent  to  the  founding  itself,  that  in  compliance  with  an  agreement  by  the  Asunción  

authorities,  in  1558,  Ñuflo  de  Chavez  was  dispatched  to  found  a  town  in  the  Xarayes.  Accordingly,  Ñuflo  set  sail  with  

143  Spaniards,  who  went  to  establish  the  settlement;  they  brought  sailing  and  rowing  vessels,  canoes,  horses,  and  

mares.  They  also  brought  all  the  necessary  weapons  and  ammunition,  and  1,500  Native  Americans.

Chavez  at  the  hands  of  the  Itatines.

food  they  consumed.  Finally,  the  reasons  why  Santa  Cruz  was  founded  and  what  its  initial  mission  was.

Chapter  I  deals  with  the  summary  and  conclusions  of  the  Essay

The  second  part  deals  with  three  extraordinary  events  that  occurred  in  the  early  years  of  the  young  city's  existence.  

The  third  part  deals  with  the  constant  threat  posed  by  the  Chiriguano  Indians  to  the  Spanish.

Chapter  II  deals  with  the  founding  of  the  city  of  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Serra,  on  February  26,  1561,  by  Ñuflo  de  Chavez.

The  first  of  the  three  extraordinary  events  narrated  refers  to  the  BROAD  AUTONOMY  FOR  SANTA  CRUZ  obtained  

the  same  year  of  its  foundation.  Although  there  is  no  document  recognizing  the  request  for  17  points  submitted  to  the  

viceroy  by  the  Santa  Cruz  council,  the  application  and  validity  in  practice  of  many  of  those  requested  points  is  known.

This  effort  was  nearly  ruined,  as  when  Chavez,  after  reaching  Xarayes  (the  Pantanal),  deviated  westward  from  the  

territory,  the  expedition  that  was  to  populate  that  site  by  order  of  the  governor  of  the  Río  de  la  Plata,  mutinied  under  

the  leadership  of  Gonzalo  de  Casco,  Rodrigo  de  Suna  and  Pedro  de  Segura,  who,  along  with  seventy  men  and  about  

1,500  indigenous  people,  returned  to  Asunción.

This  chapter,  which  deals  with  all  of  this,  is  divided  into  three  parts.  The  first  deals  with  its  geographic  location,  

demographics,  urban  planning,  climate,  and  nature.  It  analyzes  the  urban  population  it  had,  what  Santa  Cruz  was  like  

in  its  beginnings,  and  a  description  is  given  by  its  governors,  Juan  Perez  de  Zurita  and  Lorenzo  Suarez  de  Figueroa.  

It  reviews  the  type  of  housing  of  the  first  inhabitants  of  Santa  Cruz,  the  clothing  they  wore,  and  what  kind  of
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This  Chapter  III,  referring  to  the  founding  of  San  Lorenzo  de  la  Frontera,  is  divided  into  3  parts:

Since  the  death  of  its  founder,  Santa  Cruz  lived  in  complete  abandonment,  to  the  point  that  its  inhabitants  abandoned  

their  city,  and  measures  to  stop  them  were  useless.  The  viceroy  was

The  first  part  unravels  the  events  surrounding  this  important  event  and  how  its  difficult  early  years  unfolded.  It  identifies  

the  names  of  the  main  founding  figures  and  the  composition  of  the  first  authorities  who  would  accompany  the  governor  

in  the  difficult  task  of  steering  the  ship  to  a  safe  harbor.

9  

Considering  that  very  little  is  known  about  the  circumstances  of  such  an  important  event,  we  attempt  to  scrutinize  the  

events  that  occurred  in  the  early  years  of  the  settlement  of  this  town  or  small  village  with  the  name  of  city.

It  begins  by  narrating  the  circumstances  that  led  to  the  Viceroy  of  Peru,  10  years  after  the  founding  of  Santa  Cruz  de  

la  Sierra,  when  appointing  Pérez  de  Zurita  as  governor,  giving  him  precise  instructions  to  proceed  with  the  transfer.  

This  order  was  not  followed  but  gave  rise  to  a  revolt  led  by  the  governor  who  had  just  been  dismissed  and  by  residents  

who  felt  affected  by  the  measure.  These  troublesome  events  are  narrated  in  Chapter

This  glossary  provides  some  important  details  about  the  capitulations  agreed  upon  by  Governor  Lorenzo  Suarez  de  

Figueroa  and  Captain  Gonzalo  de  Solís  Holguin,  which  governed  all  measures  related  to  the  foundation.

II.  

The  second  part  narrates  the  most  important  events  recorded  in  the  years  following  its  founding,  such  as  the  erection  

of  the  bishopric  of  San  Lorenzo,  by  virtue  of  a  papal  bull,  the  visit  made  by  Bishop  Herboso  and  the  state  he  found  

both  the  cathedral  and  the  seminary.  This  second  part  concludes  with  the  serious  epidemic  that  ravaged  the  town  in  

the  second  decade  of  the  17th  century.  A  section  is  dedicated  to  analyzing  the  economic  situation  of  the  new  village,  

which  was  certainly  not  easy.

To  conclude  the  chapter,  in  the  Third  Part:  we  address  the  permanent  war  with  the  Chiriguanos  that  begins  with  

Manso's  alliance  with  the  Chiriguanos  and  that  becomes  a  generalized  indigenous  uprising  or  rebellion,  ending  with  

the  definitive  defeat  of  Kuruyuki  in  1892,  which  was  the  Last  battle  of  the  Chiriguanos  against  the  whites.

The  third  and  final  part  of  this  second  chapter  recounts  the  hard  struggle  he  had  to  endure  to  protect  and  secure  both  

Charcas,  the  seat  of  the  court,  and  Potosí,  the  rich  mineral  producer.  This  time,  the  war  was  no  longer  just  with  the  

natives  of  the  area,  but  against  a  new  one:  the  bandeirantes  or  mamelukes.

Chapter  II  deals  with  the  founding  of  the  very  noble  city  of  San  Lorenzo  de  la  Frontera,  in  or  near  Pailon,  an  event  that  

occurred  on  September  1,  1590.  This  settlement  was  of  a  provisional  nature,  since  the  definitive  settlement  took  place  

on  May  21,  1595,  at  the  site  called  Punta  de  San  Bartolomé,  which  is  the  beautiful  place  where  we  live  today.

Chapter  IV  deals  with  the  transfer  of  the  cities  of  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra  and  San  Lorenzo  de  la  Frontera,  which  

underwent  two  transfers  each,  eventually  merging  into  one.

Then  the  uses  and  customs  of  the  first  San  Lorenzo  people  from  Santa  Cruz  are  described,  as  well  as  their

clothing,  both  for  men  and  women,  whether  white  or  indigenous,  to  finish  with  the  motifs  that  gave  rise  to  the  

settlement  of  this  human  group  in  the  plains  of  Grigota.
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3.  The  Charcas  Court

Prosecutor  Alfaro  is  in  charge  of  carrying  out  the  second  phase  of  the  first  transfer  and  is  the  last  to  leave  Santa  Cruz  

de  la  Sierra,  having  relocated  all  its  inhabitants.

Regarding  the  first  trend,  Viceroy  Francisco  de  Toledo  ordered  Captain  Pérez  de  Zurita  to  take  over  the  governorship  

of  Santa  Cruz  in  1571,  intending  to  come  to  the  aid  of  that  city,  "due  to  the  great  danger  of  the  Spaniards  who  had  

remained  there  being  lost."  The  instructions  given  to  Zurita  referred  to  the  obligation  of  the  residents  of  Santa  Cruz  to  

wage  war  against  the  Chiriguanos,  reestablish  the  towns  of  La  Barranca  and  Santo  Domingo  de  la  Nueva  Rioja,  and  

found  a  town  "in  the  mines  that  the  residents  of  the  city  of  Santa  Cruz  have  discovered."  These  instructions  were  the  

origin  of  Diego  de  Mendoza's  rebellion.

The  last  Cruceños  left  with  Alfaro  on  November  10,  1604,  a  date  we  take  as  the  official  reference.

1.  The  personalized  monarchical  authorities  in  the  Viceroyalty  of  Lima

Thus,  in  1601,  Solís  moved  Santa  Cruz  to  Cotoca  with  all  the  formalities  of  the  style,

2.  Most  of  the  residents  of  Santa  Cruz

However,  some  residents  remained  in  the  Chiquitos  mountain  range.  Alfaro  relocated  these  last  few  in  1604,  bringing  

them  to  the  same  site  of  Cotoca.

Zurita  was  appointed  governor  for  the  second  time  in  1575,  with  the  obligation  to  carry  out  the  relocation  of  the  city  

and  instructed  to  build  a  fort,  sow  as  much  land  as  possible,  lay  out  the  city  and  distribute  lots  and  "seats"  for  the  

Indians,  who  were  also  to  be  relocated.

10  

reported  that  “said  city  of  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra”  and  its  population  “were  in  decline”

The  founding  of  San  Lorenzo  (1590)  was  a  severe  blow  to  Santa  Cruz  la  Vieja,  since  it  could  barely  defend  itself  

against  the  barbarian  tribes  that  continually  harassed  it.

Since  the  Barranca  disappeared,  the  viceroys  of  Peru  and  the  Charcas  court  were  concerned  with  reestablishing  the  

population  along  the  Rio  Grande.  Given  this  situation,  three  movements  emerged  advocating  the  relocation  of  the  

city.  They  were:

The  first  transfer  of  the  city  of  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra,  after  30  years  of  viceregal  rule,  was  carried  out  in  two  stages  

and  was  led  by  prominent  figures  from  the  Charcas  Court:  Prosecutor  Alfaro  y  Solís  de  Holguín.

It  is  mentioned  that  in  1575,  Viceroy  Toledo  commissioned  Gabriel  Paniagua  de  Loaiza  and  Sancho

17  years  later,  a  very  important  step  was  taken  in  November  1621,  when  the  second  and  definitive  transfer  of  Santa  

Cruz  de  la  Sierra  was  decided,  this  time  from  its  seat  in  Cotoca  to  San  Lorenzo,  a  transfer  that  was  completed  in  the  

first  months  of  the  following  year,  1622.

Verdugo,  to  find  out  about  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  that  the  possible  transfer  of  the  city  could  entail

To  this  end,  the  most  prominent  residents  of  San  Lorenzo  and  the  Santa  Cruz  Town  Council  signed  a  document  

approving  the  unification  of  the  two  towns;  the  transfer  of  Santa  Cruz  took  place  the  following  year.  Governor  Nuño  
de  la  Cueva  consulted  the  inhabitants  of  that  city,  the  Town  Council,  and  the  Jesuit  priests  to  obtain  their  opinion.
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31  

And  finally,  the  full  texts  of  important  documents  relating  to  the  subject  are  included  in  the  appendices.

2.1.2  What  urban  population  did  it  have?

32  

41  

42  

2.2.2  Ñuflo  de  Chávez  and  the  Spaniards  he  brought  from  Asunción  to  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra  37

A:  PRESENTATION  IN  THE  FORM  OF  A  PROLOGUE  4

27  

45  

Now,  in  the  same  chapter  IV,  the  two  translations  that  Saint  Lawrence  had  are  discussed.

B.1.  Summary  6

2.1.5  What  was  the  housing  of  the  inhabitants  of  Santa  Cruz  like?  The  misnamed  Dwellings

B.2  CONCLUSIONS  13

The  first  of  these,  due  to  being  a  sickly  site,  was  built  the  year  after  its  foundation,  also  moved  to  Cotoca.

2.1.6  What  type  of  clothing  did  they  wear  and  what  food  did  they  have?  B.  

SECOND  PART.34

2.2.2.2  Chávez's  journey  to  Asunción  to  collect  his  family  2.2.2.3  Exodus  

from  Asunción  to  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra.  October  26,  1564  2.2.2.4  Organization  of  the  

Expedition  from  Asunción  to  Santa  Cruz  2.2.2.5  Asunción  sacrifice  and  serious  

deprivations  during  the  journey  2.2.2.6  Obstacles  and  difficulties  on  the  way  out  

from  Santa  Cruz  to  Charcas  2.2.2.7  Return  of  the  Paraguayans  from  Charcas  to  

Santa  Cruz  empty-handed  2.2.2.8  Operation  Return  of  the  Asunción  people  to  their  homeland:  How  

it  was  put  together  45

San  Lorenzo  was  moved  for  the  second  time  and  definitively,  on  May  21,  1595,  to  the  east  in  the  plains  of  Grigotá.

38  

CHAPTER  II:  OF  THE  FOUNDATION  OF  SANTA  CRUZ  OF  THE  SIERRA

2.2.1  THE  BROAD  AUTONOMY  FOR  SANTA  CRUZ  OBTAINED  IN  AUGUST

2.1.3  What  Santa  Cruz  was  like  4  years  after  its  founding  29

1561  34  

42  

The  governor  requested  written  opinions  from  the  principal  residents  of  Santa  Cruz,  including  Lieutenant  General  

Juan  de  Montenegro,  General  Juan  de  Manrique  Salazar  (son  of  Hernando  de  Salazar),  and  Mayor  Juan  de  Aguilera.  

He  also  requested  the  opinions  of  the  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra  City  Council  and  Field  Master  Francisco  Hurtado  de  

Mendoza.

B.  SUMMARY  AND  CONCLUSIONS  6

11  

CHRONOLOGY  OF  EXODUS  37

2.1.4  What  Santa  Cruz  was  like  according  to  the  third  governor  Pérez  de  Zurita  29

37  

2.2  THREE  EXTRAORDINARY  EVENTS  34

General  Introduction  to  Essay  16

Then  it  narrates  the  life  that  the  inhabitants  of  San  Lorenzo  had  in  Cotoca  for  4  years,  the  few  houses  (huts)  where  

the  inhabitants  stayed.  This  primitive  existence  in  its  poverty  reached  the  limits  of  the  inconceivable.

2.2.2.9  The  tragic  death  of  Ñuflo  de  Chavez  at  the  hands  of  a  chief  of  the  Itatines  46

Chapter  V  outlines  the  biographical  profile  of  the  most  prominent  figures  in  the  early  years  of  the  lives  of  the  two  cities.

2.1.1  Demographic,  urban  planning,  climate  and  nature  aspects  27
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